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Step inside a Christmas Story at Rougham Estate this festive season
Every great Christmas begins with a story. This year, award-winning Rougham Estate invites visitors to become part of its own as the Christmas season opens from Monday 19th October, transforming the historic Blackthorpe Barn into an immersive festive journey filled with enchanting themed displays, thousands of decorations, seasonal food and drink, Christmas trees and weeks of festive inspiration.
As the story unfolds, the Estate will also welcome hundreds of artisan makers from across Britain during five spectacular Arts & Crafts Fair weekends, making it one of the country's most celebrated Christmas shopping destinations.
For many families across East Anglia and beyond, a visit to Rougham Estate has become the moment Christmas truly begins. This year promises to be its most imaginative yet, with visitors invited to wander through beautifully curated festive worlds where every room reveals a new chapter in the story.
George Agnew, owner of Rougham Estate, said:
"Every Christmas has a story, and this year we've created one that visitors can quite literally step inside..."
"We wanted every room to feel completely different, giving people fresh inspiration as they move through the shop. Whether you're looking for traditional elegance, contemporary colour or cosy alpine charm, there's something to discover around every corner.
"Christmas has become a wonderful tradition for so many families who visit us year after year and we're looking forward to welcoming both familiar faces and first-time visitors."
A Christmas told in chapters
Visitors begin their journey in Once Upon A Time on Rougham Estate, where towering books, floating candles and rich Highland-inspired interiors create an enchanting scene of forest greens, deep navy and antique gold.
They then step into Christmas Pop, a playful explosion of colour, contemporary decorations, bold patterns and joyful festive styling designed for those who love a more modern Christmas.
The final chapter, The Hills Are Alive, captures the warmth of an alpine escape, blending Scandinavian simplicity with mountain lodge comfort through sage greens, warm reds, folk-inspired details and woodland textures.
These are just three of the many themed Christmas collections visitors will discover throughout the Christmas Shop, with even more festive inspiration waiting around every corner.
Outside, the story continues in the courtyard, where families can visit an immersive Alpine Scene complete with a traditional chalet and cable car, creating the perfect setting for memorable festive photographs.
Five weekends to meet exceptional makers from across Britain
The popular Arts & Crafts Fair returns across five weekends from 14th November, bringing together over 100 talented designer-makers from all over the UK, with a different selection appearing each weekend.
Among this year's featured exhibitors are:
Blue and Gold Botanics from Derbyshire, creating beautiful botanical artworks using the historic cyanotype process with delicate hand-applied gold detailing.
Madeleine Tapp, based on the Essex and Suffolk border, whose atmospheric landscapes and waterscapes are inspired by peaceful moments in the natural world.
Christmas trees grown on the Estate
Christmas tree sales begin on Friday 20th November, with visitors able to choose from Rougham Estate's renowned Nordmann Fir Christmas trees, known for their excellent needle retention and quality.
The popular Pick Your Own Christmas Tree experience will also return, allowing families to reserve a tree growing within the Estate's plantations before it is freshly cut for collection. Dates will be announced shortly.
Festive flavours at Roots Café
Visitors can make a day of their visit by enjoying festive food and drink at Roots Café, which will remain open daily until 5pm (4pm Sunday)  throughout the Christmas season.
This year the café team will introduce another limited-edition Rougham sausage with a festive twist, alongside seasonal specials and handcrafted festive drinks including the indulgent Black Forest Mocha.
Whether shopping, meeting friends or warming up after choosing a Christmas tree, Roots Café provides the perfect place to relax during a festive day out.
Christmas at Rougham Estate 2026 dates for the diary
Country Christmas Shop:
19 October – 22 December
Arts & Crafts Fair:
Every weekend for five weeks:
14&15th Nov
21 & 22 Nov
28 & 29th Nov
5 & 6th Dec
12 & 13th Dec

Pick Your Own Christmas Trees:
7/8th Nov and 14/15th Nov
Christmas tree sales:
From 20 November
Roots Café
Open daily throughout the Christmas season until 5pm (4pm Sunday)
Located just three miles from Bury St Edmunds, Rougham Estate has become one of the East of England's best-loved festive destinations, attracting visitors from across the UK in search of Christmas inspiration, artisan shopping and seasonal traditions.
For further information visit www.roughamestate.com
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Editors’ notes:
For media inquiries, please contact: Helen Couch, Henny PR & Marketing, 07717873106 
Email 				helen@hennyprmarketing.co.uk
Website			www.roughamestate.com

About Rougham Estate	
Rougham Estate consists of over 3,000 acres of Suffolk countryside with ancient meadows, green lanes, oak-lined hedgerows, 650 acres of woodland, bluebells and orchids, parkland, and arable fields. It traces its history back to Roman times and has seen both Saxons and Vikings. It was owned by the local abbey in Bury St Edmunds for six hundred years. During World War Two an airfield was built in the village and Rougham Hall was bombed. The Estate has been owned by the Agnew family since 1904. The Estate homes the Award winning Lifestyle and Garden Shop, Roots Café and hosts the Sunflower and Pumpkin PYO fields. It has also recently opened up its doors to a range of new walks. 
About Blackthorpe Barn	
Blackthorpe Barn was built round 1550 probably by John Drury who had just acquired the manor of Rougham through the dissolution of the Great Benedictine Abbey at Bury St Edmunds in 1539. It is timber framed with a vast, striking thatched roof measuring over 30 meters long. The barn’s purpose was for the threshing and storage of grain, and it continued as a grain store until 1985. These days the threshing barn and the surrounding buildings are used for events including the craft event as part of the festive Christmas at Blackthorpe Barn during November and December, plus other art exhibitions during the year and weddings in the summer months.
About Roots:
Roots is a newly launched café situated in the heart of Rougham Estate, near Bury St Edmunds. With a commitment to community and culinary excellence, Roots offers a haven for patrons to indulge in locally sourced dishes and refreshments. The café's décor, inspired by local tales, creates an inviting atmosphere where history meets modern elegance, making every visit a unique experience.
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